
RUIDOSO DOWNS – A filly bred to be a big 
winner, but with a history of slow starts,fulfilled 
the promise of her pedigree and the dreams of her 
owners with a daylight victory in the richest race for 
two-year-olds of any breed in North America. 

In front of 24,600 fans, Fly Baby Fly flew down 
the Ruidoso straightaway, winning the $3 million 
All American Futurity G1 by 1-1/2 lengths in the 
59th running of the Labor Day classic. 

Fly Baby Fly’s first stakes win was worth 
$1,500,000. She also placed fourth in the $1 million 
Rainbow Futurity G1. 

The f illy is owned by the Fly Baby Fly 
Partnership, a Texas trio including Bennie and 
Terri Jeter and Dena Todd.  She’s trained by Jimmy 
Padgett, who was winning his first All American 
Futurity. 

“She’s always been able to perform well. She 
just had a little trouble getting out of the gates,” 
Bennie Jeter told TRACK in the All American win-
ner’s circle. “Today she had a clean shot, and that’s 
all she needed. 

“My trainer told me back in the late winter or 
early spring that we’ve got the real thing here. We 
needed to hold her back and keep her safe and sound 
for Ruidoso. He said ‘just hang on tight, it’s going 
to be a ride.’ And it’s a helluva ride,” Jeter said with 
a grin.

“Everybody that’s ever owned a horse has 
dreamed of this moment,” Padgett said in the win-
ner’s circle. “We came and luckily we came away 
with it.”

Fly Baby Fly is the third All American Futurity 
winner – and second straight All American winner 
– sired by One Famous Eagle, who joins First Down 
Dash and Easy Jet as the only stallions to sire three 
or more winners of the rich race. One Famous 
Eagle’s progeny have earned $6,155,000 in the last 
six editions of the All American.

Purchased in last year’s Ruidoso Select 
Yearling Sale from breeder Juliana Hawn Holt for 
$180,000, Fly Baby Fly is the third winner of more 
than $200,000 produced by Champion Higher Fire 

$1,314,742. (See more pedigree information on 
pages 22-25 in this issue.) Higher Fire’s yearling colt 
by Corona Cartel topped this year’s Ruidoso Select 
Yearling Sale for $320,000.

Fly Baby Fly’s victory was a surprise to many 
who stood in long lines to wager. Overlooked at 11-1 
odds, the strapping sorrel filly was behind the leaders 
as she left the gates from the 6-hole, but jockey Jose 
Amador Alvarez quickly hustled her into conten-
tion with a crosswind blowing. She was third in the 
early stretch behind the heavily-favored Bigg Daddy 
(7-hole) and 25-l long shot Hes Limitless, but about 
midway through the quarter-mile contest Fly Baby 
Fly turned on the after-burners and simply left her 
competitors in her vapor trail. 

Fly Baby Fly stopped the clock in 21.492 
seconds (92 speed index). 

Bigg Daddy, a New Mexico bred son of Big 
Daddy Cartel finished second with G. R. Carter, 
Jr. aboard. The runner-up finish was worth 
$450,000.

Hotstepper, also sired by One Famous Eagle, 
came from well back in the pack to finish a neck 
behind Bigg Daddy with Cody Jensen at the 
controls. The gelding earned $255,000 for third 
place. 

Hes Limitless was a close fourth with Agustin 
Silva in the saddle. Mr Secret Glory was fifth, fol-
lowed by: 6th – Uptown Dynasty; 7th – Shakem 
Bye Perry; 8th – Hawkeye; 9th –Dash For Stone; 
and 10th – Believe Me Irene. 

Winning jockey Alvarez was riding Fly Baby 
Fly for only the second time.

“The filly always has trouble with the break and 
it takes a little while to start her running,” he told 
reporters after the race. “But today she put every-
thing together. We knew she could run 440 and she 
proved it today. She got the lead, probably, at 250 
yards and then just pulled away.” 

G. R. Carter, Jr., the AQHA’s all-time leading 
jockey with more than $72 million in earnings, was 
proud of his mount’s runner-up effort and impressed 
with the winner.
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